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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting April 10, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, State Senator Jay Kahn, Attorney Barry Faulkner, among others. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley update: NH cases now at 819 with 21 deaths, 234 recovered, Swanzey has cases in 1-4 range. 
Branley said he is ready to post new volunteer form once finalized today. Encouraging folks to volunteer. 
He emailed information about the library reading program to Fire and Police so that if they are 
interested, they can get in touch with Cadigan Gregory.  Branley said Health Officer Pam Fortner spoke 
to him about the Executive Order to work collaboratively with homeless shelters. Branley said staff 
would be getting Information out to the Coach House to make sure folks have updated information 
since many staying there do not have access the internet and other news media.  There is a need to take 
pressure off the shelters. He said they are printing out packets to go to the Coach House. He added that 
staff is working with Fire, Police, and Human Services & Resources Coordinator to reach out to 
vulnerable populations such as Pine Grove and the Mobile Home Co-Op since these are populated 
mainly by an older population. 
 
Kahn said the fiscal committee of the legislature met to accept dollars that come into the state. Some 
will come from the Federal government, but there are other specialized funds as well.  There is process 
in place for states of emergency. He asked that if the Town does something with homeless, to 
communicate with Keith Thibault with Southwest Community Services regarding possible coordination.  
He added the Federal subsidy for unemployment is not coming out as soon as hoped for. 
 
Jasmin said it would be good for legislature to work on residential hotel loopholes. He said that even if 
folks have been there for some time, they can be evicted.  He is speaking about tenant protections and 
how these are defined.  These properties get used by folks with the lowest income.  
 
Kahn said he was in touch with Consolidated Communications today and if the Town is considering 
action about providing internet access to persons who have no other access to let him know. Branley 
said there has been speculation about some of the ideas that have been posed but no action at this 
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time. A tent outside of Town Hall to allow people to access existing WiFi is a possibility once weather 
warms. Jasmin mentioned handicapped booths that could provide privacy and could be cleaned. He said 
given the weather right now there isn’t anything that could be utilized that is affordable and 
manageable.  Karasinski said people are using the WiFi outside the library.  Jasmin acknowledged that 
but added that some folks don’t have a machine to use to access the WiFi outside the library. 
 
Hutwelker asked Kahn if he knew when the State might be re-opening the court system. He mentioned 
there are conditions such as squatting or using violence that would warrant evictions. Kahn said he 
would ask about this. He said he is surprised the Town cannot get a court order.  Jasmin said staff 
doesn’t have access to the court. He said he agrees with Hutwelker.  Faulkner said there are some family 
courts that are still operating, and he will investigate the situation. Kahn said he would research it as 
well. 
 
Colby asked Branley about the ambulance and Branley said the ambulance has arrived and is being 
lettered and readied. The old fire truck is gone.  
 
There was a discussion about reimbursement for the ambulance since it was purchased because of the 
COVID-19 situation. Kahn said that should be reimbursed.  Kahn said he would like to see the volunteer 
list to pass it on to those services in need of help. Branley said he would email the list to Kahn.  
 
Colby said it has been a productive meeting and he wished everyone a good weekend. 
 
Meeting over at 2:21 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  
Approved on April 22, 2020  
 


